[Pharmacokinetic studies on artemether under conditions simulated in vivo].
Pharmacokinetics of artemether under conditions simulated in vivo was studied by high performance liquid chromatography. The pharmacokinetic curves of artemether and its metabolites dihydroartemisinin and furano acetate of artemether were determined and the results showed that the half-life of artemether under the conditions simulated the pH of plasma or small intestine was more than 150 min and that of stomach acid was 74.6 min. The results also showed that dihydroartemisinin and furano acetate of artemether were the main metabolites of artemether under the above conditions. Furthermore, the determination methods reported in literature were improved.